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Before the 

Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

I AUG 1 7  2004 

In the Matter of the 1 File No. SLD - 
Appeal of the Decision of the 1 

) 
Universal Service Administrator ) 

by 
The Hickory City School District ) 

) 
) 

Universal Service 1 

The National Exchange Carrier ) 

Federal-State Joint Board on 

Changes to the Board of Directors of ) 

Association, Inc. 

CC Docket No. 96 - 45 

CC Docket No. 97 - 21 

Appeal 
and 

Request for Expedited Relief 

on behalf of 
The Hickory City School District 

August 12,2004 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. Suite TW-A325 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

This is an appeal from a decision by the Schools and Libraries Division of the USAC. 



Enclosed are the original and four copies of the Appeal. An extra copy is also enclosed. 

Please time stamp the extra copy and return it to me in the enclosed self addressed- 

stamped envelope. 

(1) Funding Commitment Decision Letter Appealed 
Form 471 Application Numbers: 433230;424869;429552;418720;426432 

Funding Year 2004 0710 1 /2004-06/30l2005 
Billed Entity Number: 127046 
Date of Funding Denial Notice: 
Date of Appeal: August 12,2004 

June 22,2004 

(2) SLD Contact Information 

Jeff Tice 
Hickory City School District 
Hickory NC 28602 24541 
Tel. (828) 312-0717 

(3) Funding Request Numbers (FRN s) Appealed 

1206289 
1175176 
1191817 
1 156493 
1173671 
1179979 

(4) SLD’s Reason for FundinP Denial and Hickory’s Response: 

Background Attached is an e-mail that was sent to the SLD’s AL Arauz. 

While the Hickory School District and the SLD were exchanging voice mails, 

and e-mails, there was no real communication-taking place. Unfortunately, 

when this happens and because the burden was on the Applicant, the School 

District lost its opportunity for badly needed funding. The Hickory City School 

District is asking the Federal Communications Commission to remand this 

matter back to the SLD for full consideration. Exhibit A 
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a) FRN 1206289 SLD Denial “. . .[Hickory] . . .was unable to demonstrate 
that.. .[Hickory] had secured access to the funds needed to pay . . .[Hickory’s] 
portion of the charges.. .” 

Hickory’s Response: 

Hickory budgeted its required USF matching amount for FCC Form 471 

Application (FRN 1206289) in t h i s  Appeal. Exhibit B (Exhibit B includes the 

budget in place at the time the 471s were filed, FY 03-04;also attached is 

FY 04-05 to demonstrate Hickory had secured access to the funds needed 

to pay its e-rate share.) 

c) FRN 1175176 SLD Denial “. . .[Hickory] . . .was unable to demonstrate 
that.. .[Hickory] had secured access to the funds needed to pay . . .[Hickory’s] 
portion of the charges.. .” 

Hickorv’s Response: 

Exhibit B sets forth the USF matching amount that Hickory budgeted for the 

FCC Form 47 1 Application (1 175 176 SLD) in this Appeal. See a) above. 

d) FRN 1191817 SLD Denial “...[Hickory] ... was unable to demonstrate 
that.. .[Hickory] had secured access to the funds needed to pay . . .[Hickory’s] 
portion of the charges.. .” 

Hickorv’s Response: 

Exhibit B sets forth the USF matching amount that Hickory budgeted for the 

FCC Form 471 Application (FRN 1191817) in this Appeal. See a) above. 
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f )  FRN 1156493 SLD Denial “...[Hickory] ... was unable to demonstrate 
that.. .[Hickory] had secured access to the funds needed to pay . . .[Hickory’s] 
portion of the charges.. .” 

Hickow’s ResDonse: 

Exhibit B sets forth the USF matching amount that Hickory budgeted for the 

FCC Form 471 Application (FRN 1156493) in t h i s  Appeal. See a) above. 

g) FRN 1173671 SLD Denial “. . .[Hickory] . . .was unable to demonstrate 
that.. .[Hickory] had secured access to the funds needed to pay . . . [Hickory’s] 
portion of the charges.. .” 

Hickow’s Response: 

Exhibit B sets forth the USF matching amount that Hickory budgeted for the 

FCC Form 471 Application (FRN 1173671) in this Appeal. See a) above. 

h) FRN 1179979 SLD Denial “. . .Hickory] . . .was unable to demonstrate 
that.. .[Hickory] had secured access to the funds needed to pay . . .[Hickory’s] 
portion of the charges.. .” 

Hickow’s Response: 

Exhibit B sets forth the USF matching amount that Hickory budgeted for the 

FCC Form 471 Application (FRN 1179979) in this Appeal. See a) above. 

Conclusion: 

Hickory is Requesting the Following Action by the FCC: 

(a) Remand this matter to the SLD for appropriate consideration; 

(b) Alternatively, enter the Order that the SLD should have issued; that is, 

granting funding to the School District; 
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(c) Within 90 days or less either issue an Order for funding, or remand to 

the SLD for appropriate consideration. 

(d) Set aside funds to fund Hickory’s request. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne 
District of Columbia Bar No.: 237693 
27600 Chagnn Blvd., Ste. 265 
Cleveland, OH 44122 
Tel.: 216h14.4798 

Attorney for 
Hickory City School District 

Cc: Hickory City School District 
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Nathaniel Hawthorne 

From: "Tice, Jeff (ADM)" <jefftice@hickory.kl2.nc.us> 
To: <aarauz@sl.universalservice.org> 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Friday, June 25,2004 1 :28 PM 
Please call m e  immediately .... 

Hello, 

Today I received a VERY disturbing letter from the USAC stating that 
they're NOT funding applications: 
41 8720 
424869 
426048 
426432 
429552 

... because I have yet to respond to their (your) requests for additional 
information to support our ability to fund our portion of the total 
fimds requested. I assume this is the massive request for information 
under the "Selective Review" moniker. I have "responded," to the 
requests (though the letter states I have not), just haven't provided 
all the requested documentation. 

I have sent you a couple of emails the past few weeks, some updating you 
on my status and some requesting information (electronic version of your 
original request) to which I have received no responses from you. I 
thought you may have been out of the office. 

In any case, I am still trying to finalize all the information requested 
of the Selective Review. I could have more easily provided some 
documentation along the way, but based on last yeark experience with 
the selective review (you were checking for me to see why we were 
khosen" two years in a row, since it was a random process), I was 
waiting until all info was gathered; some of which is not available to 
me until AFTER the finance department closes the books on this fiscal 
year and the auditors complete their review. This time "window" 
happened last year. The information I provided before the close of the 
fiscal year was, for whatever reason, not acceptable. Only that which 
was provided AFTER the close of the fiscal year was seemingly accepted 
(have yet to hear otherwise). 

Please let me know that this information is still "submittable" to you 
for fimding consideration. 

Many thanks! 

Enjoy your weekend! 

- Jeff 
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Jeff Tice 
Director of Technology 
Hickory Public Schools 
(828) 312-0717 -voice 

8/9/2004 
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Nathaniel Hawthorne 

From: "Tice, Jeff (ADM)" cje~ice@hickory.kl2.nc.us> 
To: <aarauz@sl.universalsetvice.org> 
Sent: Monday, June 21,2004 10:04 AM 
Subject: Electronic? 

Hi! 

Hope you had a great weekend! I can't seem to locate the electronic 
version of the "selective review" document (I think) you emailed me when 
we first "met." Would you mind sending that over to me? It will make 
it easier for me to edit & answer as well as maintain all my 
documentation in one place. 

Thanks! 

- Jeff 

Jeff Tice 
Director of Technology 
Hickory Public Schools 
(828) 312-0717 -voice 
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AUG-12-04 THU 0 1 : 2 3  PM HICKORY CITY SCHOOLS FAX : 8 2 8 t 3 22 t 1 834 PAGE 1 

To: Nate Hawthorne Fmm: Jefflice 

Pmer: 

Date: August 12,2004 

I_ 

Fax?. 216-514-3337 

P h e :  _- _- . x "l.C 

Re: Budget info C C  

t7 Urgent x For Review Please Comment 0 Please Repw Please Recycle 

Altached is the signed letter from our Finance Office, Kathy Isenhour, along with the budgets sheets we 
discussed. I've iricludd the FY 04-05 info that we had on hand (1-3), as well as the 03-04 FY budget 
info by month (A-F). 

Thanks! 

- Jeff Tim 



AUG-12.-04 THU 0 1  : 2 3  I'M HICKORY CITY SCHOOLS FAX: 828t322t1834 

Hickory Public Schools 

PAGE 2 

432 bourth Awn& SW, Hickory, North Carolina 28602 
Phone: (828) 322-2855 Fax: (828) 322-1834 www.hi~kory.kl2.nc.us 

Assisranr Superintendent 
for Curriculuwi B Instruction 
Dr. Ric Vandetr 

Superinrendenr of Schools Assistant Superlntendrnt 
Dr. Duane Kirkman for Business & Finance 

Kathy H. Isenhour 

August 10,2004 

Schools and Libraries Division of the USAC: 

At the time of filing its FCC Form 471 in February 2004, the Hickory City School District had 

a preliminary budget setting forth the District's commitment. (The budget statement from 
that time period is attached.) The budgeted amount, based on the requirements of Hickory's 

FCC Farm 471 was that dollar amount necessary to pay for Hickory's portion of the 
hardwarehervices requested. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy fl. lsenhour 
Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and Finance 
Hickory City School District 
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